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Ulster Teachers’ Union

This morning, thousands of Primary 7 children will be sitting the first paper of the 2008 transfer test.

We sincerely hope that this is the last year in which young children, their families and their teachers will have to undergo
such a stressful, divisive and increasingly pointless test.

We the undersigned, trade unionists, school teachers and principals, educationalists, parents, business
professionals, students, classroom assistants, caretakers and other educational professionals, agree:
• Selection at the age of 11 is unfair to children, breeds social inequality and is inefficient for the future needs

of our young people, economy and society
• There is a compelling case for better alternatives offering meaningful choice for all second level students 

and schools.
• The time has come for a decision to be made, one based on the common good and not the preservation of

ideals which are cherished by some and yet leave too many children behind.

The people of Northern Ireland deserve a greater legacy from our schools. That legacy must be an education system
which can recognise and nurture the talent of all of our children.
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