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My education first took a hit due to iliness (had several hearts attacks in p6) this meant | was not allowed in school 1@
year. This meant | was restricted to a tutor at home, 2 hrs a day, 2 days per week, for nearly a year and meant whe
returned to school | was very far behind in all subjects and was not able to undertake the 11plus. (11 plus failure)

This impacted my learning as | moved into secondary school an initially felt very dumb at school because everyone
to be ahead of me.

| worked very hard in my first three years at secondary school, trying to make up from my poor starting position at
secondary. Despite moving from the lowest classes in my first year to the highest in most subjects, my school still hg
concerns over my ability to complete GCSEOs and wen
will.

This was devastating to me, as | was well aware that a C in GSCE maths, English and science was the minimum g ¢
needed to progress to further education or to secure employment.

Following many discussions with the school they continually refused to allow me to even attempt GSCE English. | the
took matters into my own hands and while compl eti ngll
learners returning to education to gain their GSCE English.

This provided the route to actually sit my GSCE English. This course was only a few hours per week and proved chg
as | was not availing of any support towards GCSE English from my school.

After a massive effort | did secure my GSCE English in spite of the school not in collaboration with it.

After my GCSE®&6s | f @lthobughvlscorddiveryawelbatd GCSE level ymuch bdttér tham anyone
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was singled out by my school and deemed to not be of the same standard as everyone else.
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Followingmy successf ul GSCE®&s results | {dreodPuridgssysatondyearanot her school to complete my A
my father passed and | pulled away from education, | struggled to return as felt once again | had missed a lot of time.and
was very conscious of how this i mpacted me in my eaf
}Nou:d be able to catch up and feared being labelled a failure once more, therefore, out of fear, | pulled out of my fing
evel exams.
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This impacted me later on as | felt | had let myself down, | went into the world of employment and through hard worlk
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union. The union represented something | believed in strongly, | understood their value and importance in a society of low
wage, low opportunity and high unemployment.
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| very quickly became a union rep and received numerous training courses to allow me assist colleagues in difficultffi
felt great pride and passion within my role.

We later brought on board Union learn and | was select as a union learning rep, this appealed to me on a very pers
owing to my past difficulties with learning and understood that many people where let down by a system which is ta
on leader boards as opposed to the best outcome for their students.

I understood the physiological impact of falling through the cracks of a system and not knowing where to turn, the
frustration, anger and regrettably the loss of confidence amdrtelf

Through work place learning, thanks to the union, | found a route back into education firstly in smaller courses like §
professional qualifications to improve employability and have recently complstedpagd equity release qualifications |
with formal professional designations, | am now certified to provide mortgage and insurance advice in both the UK &
ROI. In addition to my coaching badge from the FAI!

Through Union Learn | have regained my confidence in myself, the confidence to believe that with the right supportia
motivation, no subjects are too hard and no goal is beyond my reach.

Union learn gave me back my-Belfef, it showed me that past difficulties | had with learning was not my failure but a
failure of the education system. It opened my eyes to the plight of so many who came through an education syste
and the only thing taken away from school was a lexgteeli

| have spent the past few years regularly speaking with numerous union membenseanmidlensncommunity groups,
general public and anyone who will listen to explain the benefits of return to education. My union learn team has begn
working tirelessly to bring people back into education from short courses to get them back into the swing of learning|to high
end professional qualifications which provided the opportunity to gain good steady and well paid employment.




