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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY

o The largest university in the UK with c.150,000 students

o Founded in 1969: mission is to be open to people, places, methods and 
ideas

o Open entry 

o Online and distance learning

o Cutting edge technology and ideas

o Accredited qualifications 



FIGURES

>3600 – students in Northern Ireland, 150,000 – students in the UK

31 – average age of an OU student in Northern Ireland

73% - studying while working

17% - students in Northern Ireland with a disability 

84% students in NI say studying with the OU improves their transferrable 
skills across jobs and industries

76% of students in NI say studying with the OU directly increases their ability 
to do their jobs



Purpose: to create educational opportunities and social mobility for all who seek to 
realise their ambitions and fulfil their potential



Access Modules

Access – Art and Languages
- People, Work and Society
- Maths, Computing and Science 

- 30 weeks
- Build confidence and study skills
- Sample a range of subjects
- Experience The Open University’s 
unique mode of Open Blended Learning



QUALIFICATIONS

Undergraduate 
- Certificate of Higher Education
- Diploma of Higher Education
- Honours Degree

Postgraduate 
- Postgraduate Certificate
- Postgraduate Diploma
- Masters
- Doctorate

Open Degree: bespoke 
qualification to suit individual 
interests and career goals

Credit Transfer: top up from 
HNC or HND



FINANCIAL SUPPORT

Access
- resident in Northern Ireland

- registered on a qualification

- have a household income of 
less than £25,000 (or be in 
receipt of qualifying benefits)

- have not completed more than 
one year on a full-time 
undergraduate programme at 
NQF Level 4 or above, or 
completed 30 credits or more of 
OU study.

Undergraduate
- Resident in Northern Ireland

- Studying an undergraduate module 
of at least 30 credits

- In receipt of qualifying benefits or 
below the income threshold

Student Finance NI
www.studentfinanceni.co.uk



Open Educational 

Resources



OpenLearn



Badged Open Courses

Open University digital badge and a statement of 
participation

Examples:
Returning to STEM
Succeed with Maths
Introducing Practical Healthcare
Supporting Children’s 
Development
Understanding your Sector
Taking your First Steps into Higher 
Education

www.open.edu/openlearn/spn-courses

http://www.open.edu/openlearn/spn-courses


Routes To Learning 

Routes To Learning
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